In vivo anaphylaxis in the rat: effects of phosphodiesterase inhibitors.
On the basis of their inhibitory capacities on the phosphodiesterase enzyme system, we studied the anti-anaphylactic effect of milrinone and sulmazole in comparison with theophylline. For this purpose anaphylactic shock was induced in actively sensitised, spontaneously breathing rats. Milrinone, sulmazole and theophylline reduced anaphylactic bronchoconstriction without affecting the antigen induced fall in blood pressure. Surprisingly, sulmazole reduced mortality significantly.